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A Story of the Home Front
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The Ettrick, pre-1940
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Huyton Camp, Liverpool, 1940
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Ernst “Peter”
Guter

Frederich “Fred”
Lycett

Gerhard “Gerry”
Arnhold

The Original Musketeers
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“British Nab Enemy Aliens,” Times Colonist 
[Victoria, BC], May 20, 1940
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Camp “L” (Cove Fields)

Internment Camps
in Canada during the 

Second World War
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Internee in a camp uniform, 
c. 1940–1942
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Portrait of Bernard “Barney” 
Henson, c. 1914–1916
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“Internitis”
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Portrait of Winifred 
“Winkie” Henson, 1940
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28.9.40

Dear Winkie!

Please forgive the familiarity, but I 
feel that you are an old friend after 
all that your Dad has told me about 
you. My friends and I have taken 
the opportunity of looking after your 
your [sic] Dad – Coffee in the Boiler-
house etc. – but he will tell you all 
about that.
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Camp “L” (Cove Fields)

Internment Camps
in Canada during the 

Second World War

Camp “N” (Sherbrooke)
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28.10.40

I believe I said in my last letter I liked dancing but I didn’t enlarge upon it. 
Can you dance? My brother teaches me all these “Jitter-bug” steps and 
we have grand times together. But I still prefer a Waltz or a Fox-trot to 
Jitterbugging. It gets to be quite strenuous work if you keep it up all night.

Speaking of dancing I wish I could get you out of the Camp for next 
Saturday Night. Its [sic] quite an important night for me. I graduate and 
receive my diplomas and then we have a dance after. I’m badly in need of 
an escort. All the boys that I know are away in the Army & don’t get leave 
again until Christmas. Well I guess I’ll have to invite one of my beloved 
brothers if I go.
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Portrait of Winifred 
“Winkie” Henson, 1940 
collected from Fred 
Lycett’s possessions 
as evidence in 1941
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Portrait of John Cargher, 
aka “Porthos” 1940
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“Soldiers To Jail,” Star-Phoenix 

[Saskatoon], March 26, 1941.
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Epilogue
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Perspectives on the 
Home Front
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Questions?
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