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My Background

- I am worth $5 and a can of vegetable soup
- University degree in Physics
- Taught High school one year
- Worked in the banking industry  for  11 years
- Printing industry 12 years
- Management Consultant company 20 years
- Pastoring a church since 2015
- Married to Judee- 7 kids 14 grandkids 6 
great-grand kids 

- A six degree black belt in Judo (58 years)
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Pool’s Island

¾ mile long

½ mile wide

Dad 

born 

here

Learned 

to swim 

here

Swam 

here

Fred 

born 

here



Pool’s Island – at the bottom. 

Population in 1967 - 179



















Meet the family







Welcome to 

“Skipper Chess
As Tough As It Gets.” 



Ches was born on one end of Pool’s Island known as 

Squid Cove Head. His house would have been just right 

of the top right of the picture. 



Typical fisherman’s life





Skipper Ches watched this ship sink and was 
deserted on a field of ice  when He was 16



At the age of 20 Ches  headed up 
a crew of this ship that spiced all 
the cable in its rigging.





The oldest picture of  Dad 

with Mom on the right and 

Aunt Fanny on the left.

He was likely in his early 

20’s here.

Dad had no brothers and 

sisters but was raised with 

his first cousins:

He knew his half brothers 

Herbert and Wilfred on the 

Bown side.



Two separate pictures 
of Elsie and Ches 
merged together



Elsie with her first son Edward aka 

“Poor Little Edward”



The James Jones had capsized in ‘middle tickle’. Dad 

bought her from the Bowns’ for $2800 and stripped her 

down to the timbers and rebuilt her adding 10 feet to her 

length by extending the stern. He sold her in 1950.



Skipper Ches and crew began working on the James Jones in 

Oct of 1943 with a budget of $11,000. She was launched the 

following spring in time for fishing off the Labrador coast.



What a sight!



The “James Jones”



In 1960 when roads went in the Uptop was no longer 

needed. She was moored for awhile and then pulled 

into a cove until she was sold in 1963 for $300.

Dad bought his first vehicle, a  Land Rover, in 1960.

The “UPTOP”



The “Uptop” 

pulled upon a 

slip for repairs. 

The pulling was 

done by hand. 

Jack is waving 

on the left.





“Our Roots”



Middle tickle separating Pool’s Island 
from Badgers Quay. The bridge was built 
in 1954. I swam here many times jumping 

off the bridge. Our wharf and boats 
would have been  bottom right.



Bown’s wharf from under the bridge crossing Middle Tickle



Dad carved the 

turkey from his 

spot on the 

daybed (couch). 

Note battery 

operated radio 

on the corner 

shelf. 



Note the glasses



Elsie, a very hard 

worker, is scrubbing 

the bridge (aka deck). 

Since sheep and horses 

ran wild, things got 

dropped on the bridge. 

Water barrel on the 

left. Water hoop on the 

side of the above our 

oil tank for the stove.



Captain Chesley Wilfred Dyke
May 8, 1908 -  Dec 28, 1995

Birthplace: Pool’s Island

Elsie May Dyke(Stansford)
Nov. 9, 1909 to Sept. 15, 1997

Birthplace: Grates’s Cove



Mom and her new 

dress 1973



A favorite picture of mine, taken 

in 1994.

In 1996 while developing a roll 

of film which I had forgotten 

about, I was pleasantly surprised 

to see this picture.

He spent a lot of time tinkering 

in his basement after the move to 

St. John’s in 1968. 

Here he is working on a model of 

the Uptop.



Sharpening his saw.

He typically hand 

sawed all the plank 

and timbers he used 

in his boats.



Gideon Bown
Feb. 18, 1882 to Nov. 11, 1961

Lucy Jane Dyke
Feb. 23, 1887 to Apr. 12, 1974

Parents of Chesley Dyke

They never married – Lucy left when he was 2. He was raised by his uncle and aunt.



I did grades 1-6 in this school. Oldest brother Bob did 1-11. 

See glimpse of school outhouse.



St. James Anglican church built  in 1862- the second oldest Anglican Church in 

Newfoundland. We attended at least twice a Sunday.

“Train up child the way he should go and when he is old 

he shall not depart from it.”   Proverbs 22:6



50th wedding anniversary photo 1979

First get together since 1956

m



Our third and final time together as a family-summer of 1995.

Bob, Jack, Ted(Dave) Ran, Fred, Edie, Mom, Dad, Lucy



Summer of 1995

The last time I saw Dad alive



Elsie and Ches 1995









1985  - ice berg  near Greenspond        With a baby Tern in Indian Bay



“Fred’sTickles”
Childhood – Pool’s Island

St. John’s - University

Summer jobs - Toronto

High School Teacher

Finance Industry

Church/Jesus

Childhood

Printing Industry

Consulting
Pastor
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Fred in his 
pajamas





“That Book About Management”

By 

Fred Dyke





















Questions?



Available via:
Amazon
(Hard copy and ebook)
Booklore
Todays special

1.Fredbits $34   $25 (2 or more $20 each)
2. Skipper Ches $22  $20
3. Management $20  $15

1 & 2 $40
All 3 $50 www.freddykebooks.com



“The Tickles of Life”
By 

Fred Dyke

“Thank You”

Enjoy your Tickles!
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