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Pool’s Island
¥ mile long
Y mile wide

Learned
to swim
here
Swam
here



Pool’s Island — at the bottom.
Population in 1967 - 179
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CAPTAIN CHESLEY DYKE AND ELSIE STANFORD DYKE
POOL'S ISLAND, BONAVISTA BAY

Fred Dyke captures the joys and struggles of his parents and what it was like in
rugged Newfoundland outports from the early 1900s, through the Great Depression,
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and into the 1950s and 1960s. Storms, shipwrecks, working in the woods, fishing,
and courage made up the lives of a loving couple who raised their family on Pool’s
Island, Newfoundland.

Skipper Ches Dyke understood rejection, poverty, and setbacks. He made his

way and became a man when he was still a boy, taking part in the Labrador fishery
at the young age of nine. Elsie Stanford from Grates Cove was no stranger to hard
work. While in her early teenaged years, she carried 100-pound sacks of flour and
potatoes on her back. The two married in 1929 at St. Mary’s Church in St. Johns, just
three days before Ches began a four-year career with the ships of Furness Withy.

Moving back home to Pool’s Island with his wife and two young sons, Ches
began a new career as captain of local schooners. There, he made a remarkable
reputation for himself as a sea captain, boat builder, mechanic, and more. The tales
herein, as seen through the eyes of all those who knew Elsie and Ches, capture an
amazing lifestyle from an era and location that should not be forgotten.
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Ches was born on one end of Pool’s Island known as
Squid Cove Head. His house would have been just right
of the top right of the picture.



TypicalfiSherman’s life
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Skipper Ches watched this ship sink and was
deserted on a field of ice when He was 16






 QST.ES. MONARGH OF BERMUDA.



The oldest picture of Dad
with Mom on the right and
Aunt Fanny on the left.
He was likely in his early
20’s here.

Dad had no brothers and
sisters but was raised with
his first cousins:

He knew his half brothers
Herbert and Wilfred on the
Bown side.




Two separate pictures
of Elsie and Ches
merged together




Elsie with her first son Edward aka
“Poor Little Edward”




The James Jones had capsized in ‘middle tickle’. Dad
bought her from the Bowns’ for $2800 and stripped her
down to the timbers and rebuilt her adding 10 feet to her
length by extending the stern. He sold her in 1950.
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Skipper Ches and crew began working on the James Jones in
Oct of 1943 with a budget of $11,000. She was launched the
following spring in time for fishing off the Labrador coast.



What a sight!




The “"James
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In 1960 when roads went in the Uptop was no longer
needed. She was moored for awhile and then pulled
into a cove until she was sold in 1963 for $300.

Dad bought his first vehicle, a Land Rover, in 1960.



The “Uptop”
pulled upon a

(  slip for repairs.
| The pulling was
1
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done by hand.
Jack is waving
on the left.










Mlddle tlckle separatlng Pool’s Island
from Badgers Quay. The brldge was bullt

off the bridge. Our wharf and boats
would have been bottom right.
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Bown’s wharf from under the bridge crossing Middle Tickle
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Dad carved the
turkey from his
spot on the
daybed (couch).
Note battery
operated radio
on the corner

shelf.



Note the glasses




Elsie, a very hard
worker, is scrubbing
the bridge (aka deck).
Since sheep and horses
ran wild, things got
dropped on the bridge.
Water barrel on the
left. Water hoop on the
side of the above our
oil tank for the stove.
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Captain Chesley Wilfred Dyke Elsie May Dyke(Stansford)
May 8, 1908 - Dec 28, 1995 Nov. 9, 1909 to Sept 15, 1997
Birthplace: Pool’s Island Birthplace: Grates’s Cove



Mom and her new
dress 1973




A favorite picture of mine, taken
in 1994.

In 1996 while developing a roll
of film which I had forgotten
about, I was pleasantly surprised
to see this picture.

He spent a lot of time tinkering
in his basement after the move to
St. John’s in 1968.

Here he is working on a model of
the Uptop.




Sharpening his saw.

He typically hand
sawed all the plank
and timbers he used
in his boats.




Parents of Chesley Dyke

Gideon Bown Lucy Jane Dyke
Feb. 18, 1882 to Nov. 11, 1961 Feb. 23, 1887 to Apr. 12, 1974

They never married — Lucy left when he was 2. He was raised by his uncle and aunt.
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I did grades 1-6 in this school. Oldest brother Bob did 1-11.
See glimpse of school outhouse.



St. James Anglican church built in 1862- the second oldest Anglican Church in
Newfoundland. We attended at least twice a Sunday.




50" wedding anniversary photo 1979
First get together since 1956



Our third and final time together as a family-summer of 1995.
Bob, Jack, Ted(Dave) Ran, Fred, Edie, Mom, Dad, Lucy




Summer of 1995

The last time I saw Dad alive




Elsie an

d Ches 1995
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(15TH OCT:

o

HEREIN NAMED ? /
ENOMME .

1966

1866 TO 14TH OCT. 1967)

1967

NUMBER OF TRAPS TO BE FISHED
NOMBRE DE CASIERS UTILISES

DENT OF %2 ¢ z G
ICILIE A

NSIDERATION OF THE PAYMENT OF THE SUM OF TWENTY-FIVE
5 IS HEREBY LICENCED TO ENGAGE IN LOBSTER FISHING, BOTH
N AND OUTSIDE THE TERRITORIAL WATERS ON AND ADJACENT
AT PORTION OF THE ATLANTIC COAST OF CANADA KNOWN AS

[

TER FISHING DISTRICT NO. AS DEFINED IN THE
TER FISHERY REGULATIONS, BUT IN NO OTHER AREA DURING
EGAL FISHING SEASON.

LICENCE IS ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE

ERIES ACT AND IS NOT TRANSFERABLE.

DATE

COUNTY OF

COMTE DE
MOYENNANT LA SOMME DE VINGT-GINQ CENTS, EST; PAR LES PRE!
TES, AUTORISE A PRATIQUER LA PECHE AU HOMARD EN DEDAN‘
EN DEHORS DES EAUX TERRITORIALES PROPRES ET CONTIGUES I
PARTIE DE LA COTE ATLANTIQUE DU CANADA DELIMITEE AU RE(
MENT RELATIF A LA PECHE DU HOMARD ET CONNUE SOUS LA D

GNATION D'ARRONDISSEMENT NO—_____________ _MAIS EN AUC
AUTRE ZONE PENDANT LA CAMPAGNE LICITE DE PEGHE.

LE PRés:-:N:r PERMIS, QUI EST DELIVRE EN VERTU DE
LOlI DES PECHERIES, EST STRICTEMENT PERSONNEL
A.W.H. NEEDLER

DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES.
}’ SQUS-MINISTRE DES PECHERIES.

/ lQﬁ /‘2}17250

FISHERY OFW SURVEILLANT DE PEC







1985 -ice berg near Greenspond With a baby Tern in Indian Bay
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| ! Childhood - Pool’s Island

“"Fred'sTickles”

SN wW
St. John’s - University J

Summer jobs - Toronto 0
E

H High School Teacher R
Finance Industry S
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Church/Jesus U

M Printing Industry

- Consulting S

Pastor
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About The Author

® A TJoueney of |
Passion and Puvpose

Fred began Judo in 1968 and after 15 years of competing, winning over

@ 40 titles including 10 provincial championships, and running his own
Judo club, he was recently promoted to rank of “Rokudan” i.e. 6™

degree black belt.







Fred in his
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Life Through the Eyes of Fred Dyke

Fredbits is an amazing collection where Fred Dyke shares his heartfelt reflections on love,
relationships, and personal growth. This amazing compilation of personal anecdotes invites
you to explore life's complexities through Fred's unique perspective. Join him on a unique
journey that connects with the subtleties of everyday life and inspires meaningful connections.

Don’'t miss this enlightening read!

Courage - Criticism = Common Sense - Commitment and Change

P

Z)
Famous People - Fear - Forgiveness and Fun oA L INATION wi :
Marriage - Management - Moods - Mistakes and Mercy ) - MUNICATION 8§

Personality-Politics- Procrastination-Punctuality and Puns
Relationships - Religion- Responsibility and Rights

Science - Self- Esteem - Sense of Urgency — and Speaking

Trust - Tolerance - Time Management — Terrible Too's and Thinking

Quotes - Quizzes and Jokes

( Learn More >

¥ info@freddykebooks.com
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Fear has to be one of, if not the most
us like ice,
fear heights, and some fear bikes. Yoy
hold you down or push you up. Some

Fear is an emotion caused by a belief
have biological reactions in certain
everything. Some claim to fear not
‘social anxiety disorder’ is very ¢

My friend, Mike says:

something, obviously,

make something pe
taking it out on others, or taking dry
happen?” What if... Could I live wi

‘Of all the liars in the world, sometimes the worst are our own fears.”

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but

mind.”

“Fear”
“Boo!" Did that scare you? What is your biggest fear?
; controlling emotions we have. It can freeze
cause us to 2

panic and scream, make us fight, or cause us to run. Some
fczm fear the dark or fear a spark. It will
2 : : €ar more and some fear less. It drives some
to drink and others to sink. But it should cause us to think, f\\'his:o 1 fear™?
that danger or pain is coming. We certainly
potentially dangerous situations. Some fear
hing. Today, the word phobia which means
5 2 ommonly used. Some are mislabeled as ha a
Rar or phobin 8 islabeled as having

i bzzurkmy disagree with someone. (different topic).
- False Evidence A i »
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Have you considered the opposite of fear? How
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cast in their eyes. What is the solution to fear, besides
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about courage or trust? If we fear

d will spend excessive time trying to

— Rudyard Kipling
of power and of love and of a sound

2 Timothy 1:7
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CAPTAIN CHESLEY DYKE AND ELSIE STANFORD DYKE
POOL'S ISLAND. BONAVISTA BAY

Fred Dyke captures the joys and struggles of his parents and what it was like in
rugged Newfoundland outports from the early 1900s, through the Great Depression,
and into the 1950s and 1960s. Storms, shipwrecks, working in the woods, fishing,
and courage made up the lives of a loving couple who raised their famil Pool’s
Island, Newfoundland.

Skipper Ches Dyke understood rejection, poverty, and setbacks. He made his
way and became a man when he was still a boy, taking part in the Labrador fishery
at the young age of nine. Elsie Stanford from Grates Cove was no stranger to hard
work. While in her early teenaged years, she carried 100-pound sacks of flour and
potatoes on her back. The two married in 1929 at St. Mary’s Church in St. John’s, just

three days before Ches began a four-year career with the ships of Furness Withy.
Moving back home to Pool’s Island with his wife and two young sons, Ches

began a new career as captain of local schooners. There, he made a remarkable

reputation for himself as a sea captain, boat builder, mechanic, and more. The tales
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herein, as seen through the eyes of all those who knew Elsie and Ches, capture an
amazing lifestyle from an era and location that should not be forgotten.
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Available via:

Amazon

(Hard copy and ebook)
Booklore

Todays special

1 Fredbits $34/

2. Skipper Ches $/2/2/
3. Management $;O/

1&2 $40
All 3 $50
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“The Tickles of Life"
By
Fred Dyke

"Thank You”

Enjoy your Tickles!
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